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We’re always on the lookout to find nice lots of minerals we’ve featured in the past so we can
send you our write-up for you to enjoy along with them if you order one! We’ve found a couple
more to tell you about, but first here’s the info on the rare afghanites as we promised last month.
Photos in the Offer Sheet are as close to life-size as possible. 

Afghanite, Lapis Wash Mountain, Koksha Valley, Badakhshan Province, Afghanistan, type
locality. With a chemistry of [(Na,K)22Ca10][Si24Al24O96](SO4)6Cl6, similar to lazurite’s formula
(Na,Ca)8Si6Al6O24[(SO4),S,Cl,(OH)]2, this rare member of the sodalite group is structurally
similar to lazurite, but much rarer. We have 4 specimens available, so please decide quickly if
you would like one. They consist of blue crystals with good color and crystal form on white
marble matrix. The crystals are about 1" across and the matrix ranges from about 3.5" by 2.5" to
about 4" by 4" for $150 and $200.

Tetrahedr ite-Tennantite,
Casalpaca District, Peru, our July
1999 featured mineral. We have 6
pieces with great crystal form and
shiny metallic luster, about 3.5" by
2" and slightly larger, for $48 and
$60 by quality. These are larger than
what we sent Club members ten
years ago, but not by much. The
write-up explains the relationship
between these two closely related
minerals and discusses mineral
series, of which these are a prime
example. Of course, we’ ll send the
write-up to go along with it.

Br itish Columbian Jade Cabochons. We’ve had these longer than some of you have had your
children, at least ten years! To close these out, we put them in packs of 12 cabochons.

1 pack 12 Jade cabs, 6mm x 8mm $12 (12 packs available)
1 pack 12 Jade cabs, 8mm x 10mm $20 (2 packs available)

Tetrahedrite-Tennantie, Casalpaca District, Peru, 3.5" across for $48.



Forster ite var . Per idot, San Carlos
Indian Reservation, Gila County,
Arizona, our December 2003 featured
mineral. We have large matrix pieces
with lots of little green crystals, as
seen in the photo on the right. Matrix
pieces about 3" by 4" are available for
$22.50 (just like in 2003!) and 5" by 4"
matrix pieces are available for $30 and
$35. This source in Arizona provides
most of the gem peridot used for
making beads world wide!

“ Star  Mica”  Muscovite, Minas
Gerais, Brazil, our September 1997
featured mineral. This may be the last
time we’re able to get more of these,
though we’ve said that before. These
are from the same lot as the pieces we
picked out in 1997–I don’ t know how
we overlooked these then, but perhaps
they were in a different drum. (Yes, we
do travel to the beat of a different
drum.) Anyway, we got some larger
matrix pieces of this rare form of
twinned muscovite, and the write-up
has a lot of great info on twinning in
crystals. We have pieces like the one
in the photo about 2" by 3" to 3" by 4"
for $25 and $30, and about 5" by 5" for
$48 and $60.



Hemimorphite, Ojuela Mine,
Mapimi, Durango, Mexico, our
October 2000 featured mineral. Well-
crystallized colorless and white
bladed crystals on earthy brown
matrix. We have nice specimens on
matrix about 2" by 3", as seen in the
photo to the right, for $26.50, with
smaller ones for $20, and a couple of
4" to 5" pieces for $90 and $110.

Celestite, Sakoany Mines, Madagascar, our December 2000 featured mineral. The names comes
from the Latin word for “heavenly,”  in allusion to the sky-blue color its crystals often have.
(Other common colors for celestite are
white, gray, and colorless.) We picked
up a nice lot of good-sized, heavy
specimens (celestite contains the
element strontium, one of the heavier
elements) at the show last month in
Costa Mesa, California. We have
pieces that fit into 3" by 4" fold-up
boxes for $30, $35, $40, $45, and $50,
by size/quality. All the pieces have
minor crystal bruising, probably from
when they were collected in
Madagascar. 

Native Platinum, Konder mine, Aldan Shield, Sakha Republic, Russia. These are pretty
rare–found laying loose with gravel in a small alluvial outwash, first found in the early 1990©s.
The crystal in the photos to the right is about
1/8" across for $80. The close-up gives you an
idea of its crystal form! They come mounted in
1" by 1" display boxes.We have 6 of these $80
specimens, plus a couple that weigh about twice
as much (almost 2 carats) for $150, and one that
weighs about 9 carats and is .25" across for
$780. We can send you one on approval if you
would like us too. They’ re pretty amazing!

Celestite, Madagascar, $45 specimen.



And we got some Tanzanite crystals from Tanzania, from $200 to $400. Email if
you’d like a photo, and we’ re happy to send you one on approval.

About Mineral Collecting by Rock
Currier. This 48-page softcover
publication is based on a series of
articles in the Mineralogical Record. It
covers all aspects of collecting minerals,
including making purchases, organizing
your collection, and much more. It’s also
full of humorous stories and asides that
make it fun to read. And just one
suggestion found inside could save you
many times the cost of the publication!
It’s illustrated with drawings of minerals
published in the 18th to early 20th
centuries. $15 plus $2.75 Media mail
shipping in the U.S. We have about ten
copies left.

     

Please let us know if you have any questions or would like to place an order. Call
or Email to order–thanks! (Not responsible for any typos.)

Richard & Cheryl 1-800-941-5594  Richard@Mineralofthemonthclub.org



MARVELOUS MINERALS FROM PRIOR YEARS!

We certainly have featured some wonderful minerals these past few years!
Did you miss out on any of them?

2009  Wulfenite, Chrysoprase, Lazurite, Heulandite, Andradite, Uralite, Okenite, Stibnite,
Aragonite, Native Copper, Creedite, and Quartz Geode pairs

2008  Adamite, Arsenopyrite, Smithsonite, Talc, Barite, Stellerite, Native Silver, Zircon, Stichtite,
Mookaite Jasper, Azurite, and Agate

2007  Phenakite, Brookite, Epidote, Hematite, Fluorite, Thomsonite, Vanadinite, Callaghanite,
Lazulite, Actinolite, “Rainbow” Pyrite, and Amazonite

2006  Ruby, Cavansite, Crocoite, Pyrite, Amber, Hanksite, Apatite, Apophyllite, Halite,
Cornetite, Wavelite, Hemimorphite

2005 Prehnite, Molybdenite, Celestine, Augelite, Orpiment, Opal, Selenite, Galena, Purpurite,
Spessartine Garnet, Gypsum after Glauberite, Clinochlore variety “Seraphinite”

Now you can order them individually or in sets while they are still available!

Choose Silver-level size minerals for $8 each or 12 for $88 (12 for the price of 11)
plus free shipping in the U.S.!

Or choose Gold-level, display-size minerals for $26.50 each or 12 for $291.50 (12
for the price of 11) plus free shipping in the U.S.!

Or buy them by the year: Silver-Level Gold-Level 
Specimens   Specimens

Purchase 1 year for $88 $291.50
Add a second year for just $77 $247.50
Add a third year for just $70 $225.00
Add a fourth year for just $63 $197.50
Add a fifth year for just $56 $180.00

Free shipping on all mineral orders in the U.S.! And our informative write-ups are
included too, so you can read up on each fascinating mineral! If you want several
year’s worth of minerals, we can divide your payments over 2 or 3 months if you
wish, just let us know.

Richard & Cheryl 1-800-941-5594  Richard@Mineralofthemonthclub.org


